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NORTHFIELD'S BEGINNING.

T is not the province of this work to enter into a full detail of

the origin and early settlement of the several townships of the
county, or to give full personal r'lescrlptllcms ot ?.111 the.. pioneer
vosidents thereof, or of all their l’mt.tlmgs with privations,
hardships, 1ndians and wild bea_sts. This ha_s already beenlgulte
thoroughly done by others, and 1ts reprod.uctwn, here, would not
only make the work undertaken by the writer too volutr(unc})luls,(hui:
also involve an unwarrantable appropriation of the researches anc

S, _ ‘

mbo’ﬁlﬁfiéﬁ?i‘(igf&lfdtd, by its original Connecticut propm::tors, 2118
one of the very best townships upon the Western Reserve, ?(Ertnl—
field, for reasons not necessary to enumerate here, wast no ‘tu. y
opened to settlement as early as some of the contiguous ox}g\ns? 1;£s
now embraced within the limits of Summit county. 1(:11 t}e
purposes of this work, it is sufficient to note the fact that Nor hl—
field’s first settler was Mr. Tsaac Bacon, from Massachtlgetts{ w‘ (1):
with his family located on lot 63, about a mile and a }1alf noriiflwb.iﬁs
of the Center, in April, 1807 the pext accession being the family
of his brother-in-law, Jeremiah Cranmer, in June, 1819.

NayE, ORGANIZATION, ETQ.FAt an informal meeting of all‘ th?f
male inhabitants of the township, assembled for the.[t)urpo::eﬂ?e
aiding a new-comer to erect a cabin, the question of ndmlrtlé, he
township was raised, and various names were suggcs_.ted, lc):u uoler
scemed to meet with general favor until Jeremiah I:Carm i
mentioned that of Northfield (probably from a town of tha nat:ll
in his native State), which was finally adopted by the con}‘pfdy
and Northfield it has been to the _present) day, and appro}prla' n()ir
so0, as being on the extreme north side of Portage county, then,a
of Summit county, now. - 1 |  or more justices

Tae Fiest ELEcTiox.—Though perhaps on ] _
of tlfe peace had previously been a9p01_nted for the townsm‘glt))i
the governor, the first actual organization, as far as cat: (rilo o
ascertained, was on the 24th day of May, 1819. On tha Ca};m
election seems to have been held at the cabin of William dra]oh{;
John Britt acting as Moderator, Jeremiah Crallme}“han oers
Duncan as Judges, and Orrin Wilcox as Clerk. The o o
eclected were: Trustees, George Wallace, Jeremiah Cranmer
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John Duncan; Clerk, Henry Wood ; Overseers of the Poor, William
Cranny and William T. Mather; Fence Viewers, Robert Wallace
and Maurice Cranmer; Constables, Edward Coyne and Abraham
Cranmer; Treasurer, Watrous Mather; Road Supervisors, John
Duncan, Abel Havens, Daniel Kobertson and Abner Hunt.

AMES W. WALLACE, —son of
George and Harriet (Menough)
YWallace, born at Youngstown, Ohio,
November 27, 1803, scon removed with
parents to Geanga county, thence, in
1810, to Cleveland, and engaged in
hotel-keeping. In 1814, the father
huilt saw, grist and woolen mills at
the Falls of Brandywine Creek, in
Northficld, also placing quite a large
stock of goods there in charge of the
13-year-old boy, James, these and
other operations engaged in by the
family, giving to Brandywine more
than a local repute as a busincss
center for many years. In 1825,
James, with his brother George Y.
{ten years later sheriff of Portage
county, and in 1842, treasurer of Sum-
mit county, by appointment, for
nearly a year), besides taking entire
charge of the business at %randy-
wine, built geveral miles of canal and
aqueduct near Massillon and Roscoe ;
when canal opened, boated two years;
was then five years with Giddings.
Baldwin, Pease & Co.,, afterwards
Andrews, Baldwin & Co., ag-purchas- days, Mrs., Wallace having died
ing agent in Winter, and in charge March 13, 1885, aged 67 years. The
of boats in Summer; then two years children are—George, who died in
agent for Boston Land Company; Pomeroy, Iowa, ugust 26, 1880;
then, in 1838, returned to Brandywine, Hiram Hanchett and Mary Emeline
in addition to manufacturing, largely  (Mrs. Lorin Bliss), Northfield Center;
engaging in farming., In 1871, Mr. Warner W,, Danville, Kentucky;

JAMES W. WALLACE.

. Wallace removed to “Maple Mound,” Joseph, died young; Leonard Case,

near Macedonia, where he resided near Macedonia, and Marjorie Stan-
until his death, September 24, 1887, at  hope, now wife of Henry P. R. Hamil-
the age of 83 years, 9 montha and 27 ton, of 5t. Paul, Minnesota.

Rarip SerrLEMENT.—For the next {en or twelve years new
accessions to the population were almost continuocus, so that
by 1830 the township was pretly well settled and improved,
including quite a hamlet at the center, a brisk manufac-
turing village at the Falls of Brandywine Creek, in the
south part of the township, and quite extensive lumbering
operations a mile or so further up that stream, at Little York. By
1840 the township had almost reached its maximum of population,
the census of that year showing the number of inhabitants in the
township to be 1,031, while the census of 1880 accorded to it a
population of 1,076, and that of 1890 a population of 940 souls, only ;
a falling off of 91 in fifty years, though this is even better than
some of the townships of the county have done during that period.

The causes for this seeming declension may largely be found
in the changed and improved methods of doing business—the
introduction of labor-saving machinery requiring a less number of
hands upon the farm and a correspondingly greater number in
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mechanical operations—and in the absorption of the "lil}ﬁf mi.dlqa;:l({
ical and mercantile operations of .town centers, \1lc\1geun(trr
h';ml(ets hy the cities and general railroad centers of the co t}) .
- , N =3 7 >
NoORTHFIELD IN PubLic SpeIrIT.-—Though boqu‘gd' dbr{rscl](:
Cuyahoga river, upon the west, and though more or lea-f; a \.Lh it)s
f‘féycfted morally, by the location of the Ohic cana ‘11'o.ugina11 '
antire w’estern border, the towuship of D_Iorth_ﬁel(l wag ﬁrlg r’]bl:)e
CC() led with, and is still inhabited by, as intelligent an (rmi)i(all
P l()) ulation as any other commumty upon the proxte}_b teg}r
:lntléll? ent and orderly Western Reserve. It has also Cti)n 1%-‘11i0n
}ts fuﬁ share in hehalf of the freedom afnd} unity (;f t 12;) :)ung
i 1 institutions of the county. 4
and in support of the loca of the county, Asyourg
3 as, Northfield was well represe
flléﬁisl‘z“all(et‘h:‘)vugh only the names of Hem'yl\\tood ar}xd ](énlantha:;it}stsﬁ;
’ soldiers i ar) dan /
remembered as soldiers in that w far o
?{:1)2(1)1?(1)11 she furnished more that]l hertilullfqﬁota_ o; ?g;éé?tltt?cﬂi
i - in
ai Idiers, as will be seen from the lollow ¢ :
i"(:)lrﬂi)fil:tl:(?(}or 118’ by Ambrose W. Bliss, Esq,, supplcmented by the
assessors’ enumeration for 1865:

NORTHFIELD'S ROLL OF HONOR.

i Brower, Augustus
. Armstrong, Levi Burroughs, George .

A B‘giizl:1CLui:ian Bligss, Daniel Boyle (died in service), Alpnig
B' in Frm,lcis W. Bliss, Harmon H. Bliss, Theqdore .Bordegaan, f

Aallérltterﬁeld George 1. Bishop, Horace P. Dliss (died at ci:)rrlu?lp
ine fover, Feb. 20, 1863), O. A. Bishop, Albert L. Bliss, ilip
]‘31121%1(1‘( A)d'lm Bowles, Frederick Belden, RotbertCBr;).W;l, B]o 1(1:1
3rc ' neli = rid Boam, Aungustus Curtiss, - G
Brown, Cornelius Boyle, Davic ; AU, e it

> lain, Frank R. Clements, Lester J.
Carpenter, ] ord Conno ’ Clark (died in service), J. C.
tenden, Edward Connor, Ja}nes e & Tosorn iiford,
jed in service), Marcus D). Cross, P
Igganll:ng£'§)ﬁax. George Cross {lost on Sultana), Andrew J. Cross,
ergliah H. Cranmer, John Christian, Albert Case, (}_:jmerg,é
’(Ijeqsee Jonathan Criss, Dwight Case, Laf_ayetter Cranme% ’reog%l
Ccoolé - Thomas Drennen (died in service), W. H. H. elsn:éhn,
:Nf’ltll'ir’l W. Doty (lost on Sultana%,l George I]-I)usenbg;é,le_lton
aser i Dallas, James A. Emmons, Henry ' ,
Qfsffilr?c?erg’ Isi‘t)rrl'}?er;, Aisa H] Fitch. John Fitzw{iter {died 1nGrekiel
ieo(n) Alfred Fell, W. W, France, \\’ilham”Flelds, ]ohnHoe Ly
%}iﬁlqu(’ler Hewitt (died at Cincinnati, Oct. 1862), Sylvester hone);,
Albc‘rt Herriman, —— Hine, Willis Honey, Hiram HH ]ohﬁzgn
{died of heart discase at Cﬁmp CI}ase. O(:Itéiz?);&]lagilt I;g‘(:?rence,
i i ri Henry Large, James e,
(died in service), arg j : e Mekiroy,
i B. Miller (died in service}, |
Joraes Miller, MJtow hn Montona, James I1. Miller,
hy, John A. Means, Jo n Mo ,
lf")lzclif)anll\/}ngirss{)n, Samuel D. M(i\%[zlroy, grvlc'/}rclcﬁgg)cli{y, Jg‘m]é)s
, Daniel Martin, C. DM. yers, O. <,
IDVIE;ll))iIEYD. G. Nesbit, T. B. Nichols, Henry Pile, Geo. W. illle::), i& gf‘.
Palme‘r Geo. W. Palmer, H. H. Palmer, 1. L. Palmer, E.A. Sa muel,
Thomaé Pacy (died in serviﬁe){t}l\Vm.PIiI. f?.E]i'ﬁLl;?-arug, R{;lrriwy
1a .

Perry, Thomas Parkhurst. atthew f, ot Oty
i b Rusher (killed at i , O
illed ot o i Stebbins, William E. Smith,

Rose, John Ririe, Nelson Ste ) lian 1
}gol;lr;lgg %(f)a}il(?el, éotl,r{ad Schoch: Cyrus Singletary (died in service),

T

‘Charles Skinner, Edwin Soden, George Soden, L. C. Spafford, John
Lucian Stanley, Wilbur Stanley, John
Sproutberry, Smith Tryon, Lucas Tryon (died in service), Alfred G,
Thompson, Hiram Turner, Myron Tupper (died in service), M, L.
Trotter, Willard Trotter, Abraham Truby, George Thomas, Walter
Thompson, Frederick Ungerer (died in service), C. A, Vail, J. J.
White, J. C. Wilkinson, Robert F, Watson, Charles W. W
Sujtana), John Wilkins, Josinh Wood.

Sharp, Charles Scott,

AMBROSE W. BLISS, — born in
Jericho, Chittenden county, Ver-
mont, December 6, 1806; coinimon
school education ; reared on farm; at
18 learned carpenter and millwright's
trade; in 1833, canie to Ohio, working
on public works at Cleveland and
Black river; May 9, 1839, was married
to Miss Emcline Palmer, a native of
Windsor, Connecticut, born April §,
1813, and has since been a continuous
resident of Northfield. While exten-
sively engaged in farming, at the
same time Mr. Bliss for many years
diligently plied his trade, building
aqueducts, and lock-gates on canal
bridges, etc. Politically, Mr. Bliss
was originally a Whig, and since its
organization has beenan earnest sup-
porter of the Republican party; has
held several important township
offices, and for two full terms of three
years each-—from 1834 to 1860 -ably
filled the responsible ofiice of county
<ommissioner. TFour children have
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Bliss—
Ellen, living at home ; Lorin, farimer
in Northfield; George, living at
home; and Horuace, the latter enlist.
ing in Company C, 115th O, V., I, in
August, 1862, and dying’ from disease
contracted in the army, February 20,
1363.  Mr. Bliss is a brother of Hon,

NORTHFIELD'S ROLL OF HONOR,

AMBROSE W, BLISS.

George Blisg, formerly president
judgeofthirdjudicial district of Ohio,
and later, from 1832 to 1334, represen-
tative in Congress of the 18th district,
of which Sunmit county then formed
@ part, aindd whose portrait appears
ot page 331 of this volume.

NORTHFIELD IN QFEICE.

In county affairs, also, the township has borne a highly

honorable part.

Grorcr Y, WaLg

-ACE (brother of the late James

W. Wallace, Esq., of Macedonia,) was sheriff of Portage county for
four years, immediately preceding the erection of Summit, and, on
the death of Summit county’s first treasurer, William O’Brien,
Esq., of Hudson, in February, 1842, Mr. Wallace was appointed by
the Commissioners to fill the vacancy, which he did with great

acceptance for nearly a year.

TaoMAs WiLsox, of Northfield (a brother-in-law of Mr. Wallace),
was Summit county's first sheriff, holding that office four years
and seven months, and it is safe to say that the office was never
more ably and faithfully filled than during his incumbency; Mr.
John C. Wallace, of Northfield, acting as Mr. Wilson’s chief deputy.
A fine portrait and biography of Mr. Wilson will be found on page

99 of this volume.

901

ay (lost on
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.. MiLtox AwrtHUR, of Northfield, was Summit's second
regu(lze:.)lfly elected treasurer, holding the position for three COI]S_t‘Cll:;
tive terms, from 1842 to 1848. Though Mr. Arthur was as up;l%l
and honest a man as ever breathed, yet his administration o 13
office was sadly unfortunate—a shortage of several féhmisaln_s
dollars appearing against him on his tran_sferrmg the o E}? o] ]]13-
successor. It was believed by those best informed upon t eﬁsud
ject, that he was vietimYzed by parties 1in whom he had L{)r; dp] 1,
and whom he had permitted to manipulate the books anc 0 mzc b{
which were not then under the efficient system of .checks ‘ 1'a a
present obtains in that oftice. Every dollar of his propmt}f \:f{is)
turned over to his bondsmen, who, under a special act'_u} ﬂlc
Legislature, made a satisfactory settlement of the matter \:11t 1 ge
Commissioners; but, though Mr. Arthur was believed to be
entirely guiltless of any intentional wrong, by .the ent;re l(ifl)?:k
munity, he was greatly humiliated by the affair, and doubtless
carried down to a premature death thereby. i

AsprRosE W, Buriss, Eso., a native of Chittenden ‘county, \"er-‘
mont, still living, hale and hearty, where he located hfty%f\;ro yun::
ago, at the Center of Northtield, has not only been one o t} 1:: mloa
intelligent and enterprising citizens of that township, b}u‘f Eis a &t',oy,
in various ways, rendered valuable service to both the 01‘1t1} 31.
State and Nation; filling, most acceptably, the important posi 1'01‘15
of county commissioner for two consecutive terms, of three(‘ yleél()(i
each, from 1854 to 1860. Mr. Bliss was l)ol‘n December 6, .
and is consequently, at this writing, nearly 85 years of age. ,

CapraiN JouN A, MuaNs, a native of Allegheny countfy, Pa.,
in 1833, then 22 years of age, settled on an uncultivated arm, a
mile or so south of the center of Northfield, not only p_rm:mgt;;n
industrious and model farmer, but also devoting much t1m(,tto (?
profession of a surveyor, receiving the appointment of depu %r Sil:lrd
veyor for Portage county in 1836. In 1860, Mr. l‘_‘Ieans wafs e flc ee
clork of the Court of Common Pleas for Summit county tor 11§§1
years. On the breaking out of the War of the Rebelhon,x 11{1,I '
leaving the office in charge of his son and depufy, Nathahn' 11. : ei?qsé
he organized Company C, 115th Regiment, O. \-(. L, of w DTIC 1 he W;S
elected Captain, serving three years. In 1869, C_apt.l ) ?alillst as
again elected Clerk of Courts for three years, serving his fu eh
with marked fidelity and acceptance. See portrait and biography

age 373. _
o pA%TGUSTUS Curriss, one of Northfield's volunteer SOldleI‘y,.flf)uffi
after the War, settled in Portage township, was elected sheri tlo
‘Summit county in October, 1868, re-el_ected in 1870, and on [1:13:
expiration of his own second term, continued in the manageme !
of the office during the regulation two terms of his successod,
Lieut. Ievi J. McMurray, who was in poor health during a gggﬁ
portion of his incumbencey. Portrait and blograp}'ly on page o .

AnounpiNG 1IN THriLLING INcIDENT.—Yet, nOt\V{ths'tandlI.lg tte
generally peaceable and order-loving character of its 1n§111}l;)11.:?1r.1 8,
Northfield has furnished a larger share of exciting an Prltln%’
incident than the average of her sister townships of either (Er agf
or Summit counties, not counting liil(;et;narly 12?(-‘110us encounters o

ioneers with Indians, wi easts, etc. )
her E(B)EI;LYOIE the earliest events, after the departure Qf the Indians

T S kR Py
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public mind of Northfield and vicinity, and which, though hereto-
tore pretty fully narrated by the writer and others, it is highly

proper should be here reproduced, occurred substantially as fol-
lows:

NORTHFIELDYS FIRST SENSATION,

Dorsey W. Viers was born on the territory now covered by the
city of Steubenville, May 19, 1790, and is said to have heen the first
white male child born in what is now Jefferson county, over
seven years before that county was organized, and sometwelve years
before Ohio became a state. Mr. Viers was enrolled as a soldierin
the War of 1812, at the close of which he lived a short time in Pitts-
burg, working at the tauner's trade. Sometime previous to 1820,
he removed to Northfield, the town records of that year (1820),
showing that he was then elected vne of the supervisors of the
township.

On coming to Northfield, Viers purchased, and settled upon, a
quarter section of land in ihe northwest portion of the township,
in handy proximity to the Cuyahoga river and the contemplated
Ohio canal, building for himself and family the regulation log
cabin of the period and other farm buildings to match. In addi-
tion to his farming operations, young Viers-—stalwart, active and
enterprising — figured quite extensively as a contractor and
speculator; being at the time this chapter opens (1826) a sub-con-
tractor upon quite a large section of the canal. ’

Upon the completion of his job on the canal, he built a large
number of hridges over the canal and other water courses of the
vicinity, erected school houses, private residences, stores, etc., one
of his contracts, a few years later, being the erection in Akron, for
Messrs, May and Brown--Thomas P, May, of Cleveland, and Jacob
Brown, Esq., of Akron—of the large brick block at the corner of
South Main and Exchange strects, known for many years, as May's
Block, but now known as the Clarendon Hotel, and owned by Mr.
Ferd. Schumacher.

This diversified employment naturally brought Mr. Viers into
companionship with much of the rougher element of the commu-
nities in which he operated, and while not especially dissipated or
profligate himself, his genial good nature, and his open-handed
liberality and zealous hilarity, in all private and public social
gatherings, caused him to be regarded asa “hail-fellow well-met,”
by the jolly bleods by whom he was surrounded.

RupPeErT CHARLESWORTH.—A year or two previous to this, there
had come into the vicinity, a rollicking young Englishman, by the
name of Rupert Charlesworth, who soon became a great favorite
in the social circles of the neighborhood. With no visible employ-
ment, he yet appeared always to have plenty of money, and was
lavishly liberal in its distribution, whenever * treats” were to be
paid for, or other expenses of fun and frolic were to be provided;
his givings-out, as well as his general bearing, conveyihg the
impression that he was a scion of English nobility, in disgrace at
home, and temporarily exiled until his offense should be condoned
by his aristocratic father.

Between this wild but agreeable young Englishman and
Viers, a mutual friendship immediately sprung up, and in a short

Fitvm e o srre o wmertalovte Fumeasnrdmae Jon XTS o P T B e
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al)S t,l 1 1}11115 lf it 11 tlle ll e ‘l[l(l tl] > 1nel 1 ()Il]“() 1, f()r
I g 1] O ouse, & [ g} b C
en

i he
=t sl a time. But _suddenly, in t
o and' sTonlu:tnlléngS v(vﬁfali"gle;&zorth entirely dlsappearil(’::.ed g:;;
e ron u'1}',s 'lccdstomed haunts soon began to be noti ed and
e et o, clnquiries were made of Viers and hl?i“ifm .mb-
PR Olrlli.ch it was alleged, were contradictory an ues?:ions
aple 1 tO' ;Vlit101; to exaggerated repetitions of these qt estions
g 1¢ of the constables of the township ass;‘:r %in to'
?ud'?l?;‘::refjju(-)rlant for the arrest of Chaléles“lrort({i:i a;ql;tgi“]ndghis
Vier , ) j 3 ing, he not only . ' >
Viel‘S’l lilJ(Euc?ﬁiei?:;l({lilli'stlzxi‘it::;o:}i]g;i)usly eugage}d i111r scrubbing the
b . _ : : .
El(i::-, a very unusual proceeding at ?0 early au1 10; e of the
I’QUMOR oN Rumor Prien.—As tlrllne pas?ﬁci ?ie(l. e ereon
most damaging character agmlntstof\ lllelguﬁufm}; O ot
i - R . : of
hf.ld C}]Stnmtxlyollllef:lz(; zllllltz:g;e‘“c%mnight of Charleswortht's dlv?:ilzpe&:e
s luiusﬁ;her reported that, having occasion oﬂx it the
ance,  ANO afterwards, he had noticed bloodrupon_ 'llthO s o
Phe fonce 50?1? reen the house and the woods.  The ;::;u‘, :ted as
the fence, PL N domestic in the family at the time, ds&,lt: ted that
c.mplnyed o E} r with Charlesworth’s disappearance, a b L}i fet was
Sll.llll_ltall?(:)llb )thc bed he had occupied, which wasta (t;f rards
1Ssing l;)ﬂ_l a pile of rubbish, covered with spots O hat
o ell ‘L‘llote of dried blood, but which was uréx:l ‘ov(ered
oL t01 )rethe Lfamily; while another party had tlsgce back‘
e Lll')l ))f logs and hrush in the woods, a short dlls ?r:: e back
under 2 pi C,O vllg'-lt‘\\’ﬂs. supposed to be a human skele fr)lit,]e A
Ofl !:11]0 !(;?lff‘ftt'e;\vq(rdq returning with a companion, to exai )
s fo ) : f‘ ce stmoved,
O fz({]:i‘l?ull)ﬁltli:z:l.‘z]tl]er similar stories weretr(ihg?lr]?ﬁcllnzél;g
5S¢ & [
- tTh‘f?(? \(vith such persistence, and such g‘ppar?rlherexéitement
that the finally came to be accepted as facts, anuc citement
oy they‘l'l'ml)‘ur(ﬂinst Viers and family increased “Y fact that
ane 'Suspuii)tlh (bttj',incr greatly augmented by the al}fge,l(qr et that
Chiarics mOtl was known to be in possession of qu1lt, £ Sg S
e lllilf.: boarding with Viers, and that wherca lshort >
o m'oueyt “1;119 disappearance of Charlesworth, wasdve;); eking
By, ot diately thereafter he was very ﬂush, an 1“;'1(:1{ kg
Tavish 1nnnl(iiit(ures in building himself a nice large )t e Nowiti.
ld:(;sﬁlel]‘iﬁ?é other improvements upon his farm tha
ar s 2
fnate earnings did not warrant. e these rumors and
VIERS ARRESTED FOR MURDER.——I‘qla )qsing T A
e ts, like the mountain a_vala.nche, incres g In volme
thoy on rd rolled, and gaining in velocity, as );mlf S e
:li]fey g::l\:rriliuated, in' January, :83.1, {ﬂgrq};:lz)l:eshzggign o arenign.
size, }
isappearance of Charlesworth, 1n
;illf?llt Lo’f Viers, on the charge of murder.d e warrant issued by,
The affidavit was filed before, an fhe warrant e jasticas
e Y. Wallace, Esq., of Brandywine, the ® ot Dortage
f)’ftflfgi)ee;ce for Northfield towngmp, afffl?vatl;-c}azszrer f of Dortage
ounty for two terms, and subsequer
tount}}: o niearly . y%?;f.;)?: f}?é)z?c;;fiffi%g magistrate, lasted over
The trial proper,

V e eecn tlle arrest an
a w Eel(, thi)ug‘h some 1i or 18 da 8 elapsed b - \ A

Y (. B S
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“facts” were duly and solemnly sworn to, and many other
extremely damaging “circumstances ” adduced during the trial,
and it was supposed by the large crowd of people in attendance,
that a clear case of homicide had been established, when two
witnesses from the western part of the State were brought
forward by the defense, who swore positively that they knew
Charlesworth well, minutely describing his personal appearance
and characteristics, and most emphaticaily asseverating that
they had seen him alive and well, subsequent to his disappearance
from Northfield. This testimony turned the scale in Viers’ favor,
and he was accordingly discharged by Justice Wallace.

REMARKABLE SEARCH ror THE Missing MaN.—The greater
number of those in attendance were greatly dissatisfied with the
result, believing that the two witnesses alluded to had been
bribed hy Viers, qr his friends, to testify in his behalf. True,
there were many good men who did not believe Viers guilty of so
heinous a crime; but the rumor-mongers of the neighborhood
thought otherwise, and were so clamorous for blood that, had
Lynch Law been in vogue in those days, it would undoubtedly
have fared hard with him, Tt was, indeed, a terrible ordeal for
both Viers and his family to pass through; the arrest and trial
being even more endurable than the continued suspicion and
obloquy which followed.

But though comparatively unlearned, Dorsey W. Viers
possessed, in those days, the pluck and perseverance of a blood-
hound, and immediately inaugurated a vigorous and comprehen-
sive scheme for the restoration of his good name:; while his
devoted wife—greatly his superior in education and culture—
rendered the most valuable aid towards lifting from the family the
dark cloud of disgrace that had come upon them.

How rTaE SEARCH Was MADE.~To this end Mrs, Viers, with
the pen of a ready writer, wrote hundreds of letters, to public
officers and others, in all parts of the country, from whence it was
supposed any tidings of the missing man could be obtained, while

r. Viers, himself, commenced a most diligent personal search
for him. i i

y in the West, where he finally learned that Charles-
worth had returned to England. To England he went, only to
find that Charlesworth had again sailed for the United States,
destined to New Orleans. Returning home, after a brief sojourn
with his family, he went to New Orleans, and after a protracted
search, not finding hie man, he visited and thoroughly explored all
the principal river towns between that city and Cincinnati,

THE * MURDERED” Max Found ArLivi.—Thus was the search
persistently kept up by Mr. and Mrs. Viers, both by correspon-
dence and personal excursions, between nine and ten years, when,
nearly fifteen years after his disappearance, Viers accidentally
stumbled upon his man in Detroit.  They were both so changed
by time that they did not at first recognize each other: but
Charlesworth, hearing Viers inquiring for him of others, at a hotel
where they were hoth stopping, and thus learning who he was,
took him aside and disclosed his own identity to him. His story
was, substantially, that having passed a counterfelt ki1t ..

e e
s e o
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indeed true) that proceeding were being instituted for his arrest,
he had secretly left the house of his friend, and gone West, under
an assuined name; still another name having been taken on his
return from England, and under which, having married, he was
then living in one of the interior towns of Michigan.

CHARLESWORTH REVISITS Sumrr Counry,—On learning of the
dire trouble and disgrace which his clandestine departure from
Northfield had brought upon his old friend and family, he volun-
teered to come with him to Ohio, and exhibit himselfl to his old
cronies and acquaintances, on condition that his then place of
residence, and his assmned cognomen should be kept secret.

Thus, in about the year 1840 or 1841, Rupert Charlesworth aud
his alleged murderer, together visited Northfield, Boston, Akron,
and other points in this vicinity, where the former conversed
freely with, and was fully recognized by, a largenumber of persons,
who had known him well before his disappearancd, and the mystery
was fondly supposed, by its victims, to have been wholly cleared
up. After a few davs sojourn in the neighhorhood. Charles-
worth again took his departure, and returned to Michigan.

GossIr TO THE FFRONT AGAIN.—No sooner had Charlesworth left
the vicinity than vile rumor, and virulent gossip, again asserted
{hemselves in the intimation that the Rupert Charlesworth that
Viers had exhibited, was not the missing Rupert Charlesworth, at
all, but a cousin, bearing a strong resemblance to him,that Viers had
hired to personate hiny, which it was held could readily be done.
by a little posting up from Viers. This theory was industriously
promulgated by the enemies of Viers, and within a few months
the alleged imposture was pretty generally believed in, and the
guilt of Viers thus doubly confirmed in the minds of quite a large
portion of the community. Under these circumstances, some two
or three years later, about 1843 or 1844, Viers again hunted up his
man, and again brought him to Ohio, determined, this time, to
settle the matter at once and forever.

CHARLESWORTIL AGAIN Exiinriep,—Hand-bills were posted in
Northfield and adjoining townships, announcing that on a given
day, Rupert Charlesworth, the man that Dorsey W, Viers was
supposed to have murdered, in 1826, would exhibit himself at the
Meihodist Charch, at the Center of Northfield, and that all persons
who had known him, while a resident of that neighborhood, were
invited to be present and make a thorough examination as to his
identity.

The meeting was largely attended by a curious and deeply
interested audience, A regular organization was effected, with
George Y. Wallace, Esq., before whom Viers had formerly been
tried, as chairman of the meeting, and the entire day was consumed
in the investigation. Not only were Charlesworth’s physical
features and peculiarities closely scrutinized, his voice and manner
of expression carefully noted, but guestions and cross-questions
were plied by those who had formerly been intimate with him, in
such a manner that no attempted imposture could possibly have
escaped detection. Not only did he recognize and readily name
persous that he had not seen for seventeen or eighteen years, but,
in reply to their carious interrogatories, incidents and circum-
gtances known only to himself and each individual questioner,

were promptly and truthfully related.

CHARLESWORTH FULLY IDENTIFIED, Doy
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CHAPTER XLIL

NORTHFIELD'S SECOND GREAT SENSATION—MURDER OF CATHARINE M'KISSON
__DEADLY ASSAULT UPON HER DAUGHTER, LUCINDA CRONINGER—ARREST
OF SAMUEL DMKISSON, FATHER-IN-LAW TO THE MURDERED WOMAN—
SUBSEQUENT ARREST OF DAVID M KISSON, THE BROTHER-IN-LAW OF
CATHARINE AND LOVER OF LUCINDA- THE FATHER TRIED AND ACQUITTED
— THE SON TRIED, CONVICTED AN EXECUTED — CIRCUMSTANTIAL
STRONGER THAN POSITIVE EVIDENCE—FULL HISTORY OF THE CRIME,
TRIAL, SENTENCE AND EXECUTION- ~DYING SPEECIH UPON THE GALLOWS
--BITTER COLD DAY, ETC.

THE GREAT NORTHFIELD TRAGEDY.

ON the night of July 24, 1837, one of the most shocking tragedies

of the time was perpetrated in the township of Northfield,
then the extreme northwestern township of Portage county, and
now a portion of Summit county. Several years previously, there
had settled in the western portion of that township, and about
midway between the center and the Cuyahoga river, one Samuel
McKisson, who had quite a large family of grown up sons and
daughters.

The eldest son, Robert, having married a widow, DMrs.
Cathorine Croninger, with a grown up daughter, Lucinda, had
settled upon a farm adjoining that of his father upon the west, on
which he had erected the regulation log cabin of the period, with
but. a single room upon the ground floor; and a low sleeping
apartment in the loft overhead. Having been bred a mechanic,
Robert was frequently absent from home, for considerable periods
of time, employing a young man named Johnson to do his farm
work. The younger brother of Robert, David McKisson, was a
tailor by trade, working, for longer or shorter periods in Hudson,
Alkron, Middiebury, Canton and other towns and villages in North-
eastern Ohio, but, by reason of his reckless and dissipated habits,
being unable to hold a situation for any considerable length of
time.

Tir BEGINNING oF TiE TrouBLe—Notwithstanding his
tramping propensities, and because of his inability to retain a
situation for any great length of time, David was in the habit of
bringing up at his father’s every few months, during which visits
he was thrown much into the society of his brother Robert's step-
daughter, Lucinda Croninger, between whom and himself a
mutnal attacihunent was soon formed, and mutual tokens of affec-
tion exchanged. In this case, however, as in many others of like
character, the “course of true love” did not run entirely “smooth,”
for his sister-in-law, the mother of Lucinda, vigorously opposed
the match. Warm words between the mother and the suitor were
frequently indalged in, which at length engendered virulent ill-
feeling, and in which crimination and recrimination were freely
bandied:; the husband and brother, Robert, in his occasional visits
home, on being informed of the status of affairs, taking sides with
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1e daughter
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had boarded a packet boat hound for Cleveland, at Tinker's Creek,
seven miles distant from the scene of the murder.

These facts, coupled with the circumstance that he had left
his work at Turtle Is¢land, and had come into the neighborhood of
his home, and after going in the direction thereof, without calling
upou any of his relatives or friends, had started back to his place
of employment, was proof conclusive, in the minds of the most
sagacious people of the neighborhood, that David, instead of his
father, was the actual perpetrator of the horrible crime, though
owing to the bitter enmity known to exist between the old gentle-
man and his daughter-in-law, it was still generally believed that
he was, somehow or other, mixed up with the affair,

Purstir axp Arrest or Davinp MceKissoN—A warrani was
accordingly issued by Justice George Lillie, and a constable, with
two assistants, started for Turtle [sland to secure David's arrest.
There being no railroads in those days, and no communication by
telegraph then as now, all operations of this kind were extremely
slow. It afterwards transpired that, on reaching Cleveland, David
had, by mistake, taken a hoat hound down the Lake, instead of up,
and had gone east as far as Fairport, some 30 miles, at which point
he had to wait several hours for an up bound hoat, on which to
return to Cleveland ern rowute to the Island, In the meantime his
pursuers had passed throagh Cleveland, taking a boat hound for
Maunee.

On reaching Cleveland, on his return from Fairport, David,
still without a coat, accidentally met an old acquaintance upon
the wharf, who informed him of the murder, the arrest of his
father, and that three men had gone to the Island to arrest him,
advising him to return home to see about it. To this he indiffer-
ently replied that if that was so, he should probably sece the men
when he got to the Island. Continuing on the same boat on
which he had come from Fairport, he went to Detroit, and from
thence to the Island, via Manhattan, and yet arriving there sev-
eral hours before his pursuers did,

Broopy SuirrT Founp IN His Truxk.—When the pursuing
party reached the Island, and took him into custody, he appeared
to know the cause of his arrest, and, without asking what the
charge against him was, or to be shown the warrant, bid his
employers and his comnrades good-by, saying that he should never
see them again, ete. In his trunk was found a soiled shirt with
blood upon the shoulder and scveral spatters of blood upon the
bosom, which he could not rationally account for, and in his
attempt to do so, seriously contradicted himself. He remarked to
his captors, though not informed by them of the crime for which
he was arrested, that he was willing to die except for the disgrace
it would bring upon his brothers and sisters, and afterwards, on
being told of the death of his sister-in-law and the arrest of his
father, as her murderer, said his father was innocent of the crime.

. At another time he said that he had committed so many
¢rimes without detection he thought he could do anything without
being found out, but that it was “all over with him now.” On
reaching Northfield, when brought into the presence of his brother
Robert, he manifested great agony of mind, and said: *“Robert, 1
llt.tle thought what was said when we parted in the lane would
ring me to this,” and when Robert asked, “Has it ?" he replied,
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' _and then, seeming to

after a moment'’s reflection, * 1 don’t know’
“ These hands never did

realize the situation he was in, added:
the deed.”
FATHER AND SoN JOINTLY InpicTED.— Justice Lillie, before
whom the preliminary examinations were had, held both of the
accused to answer to the crime of murder, before the Court of
Common Pleas of Portage county. and both were committed to
jail. At the September term of court (1837), a “true bill"” was
found against both, by the Grand Jury. Though jointly indicted,
separate trials were granted by the court, Hon, Van R. Humphrey
presiding, and special venires for jurors were issued in each case.
Samuel McKisson was tried first, a full history of the family
troubles, as well as of the circumstances attending the murder,
being gone into, the case being conducted with his usual vigor, by
Prosecuting Attorney, Lucius V. Bierce, assisted by Eben Newton,
Esq., and a most able defense was made by David K. Cartter, and
Wylys Silliman, Esqs. Under the clear-cut charge of the court, so
characteristic of Judge Humphrey in his prime, the jury, after a
very brief consideration of the case, pronounced Samuel McKisson
not guilty. Immediately following the acquittal of the father, the

son was put upon his trial to a jury impaneled from the special

venire issued in the case. Much of the testimony that was given

on the first trial was rehearsed, and a large array of additional

witnesses were sworn and examined, touching David’s actions and

utterances prior and subsequent to the commission of the crime
of which he was accused. Special emphasis was given, by counsel
for the defense, to the dying declarations of the murdered woman,
while in full possession of her faculties, that Samuel McKisson
had struck the fatal blows, and the full corroboration of that dying
declaration, by the surviving daughter, who witnessed the inflic-
tion of at least one of those blows, and who had herself nearly
shared the same fate; while, by unreliable circumstances, only,
could the defendant then on trial, be connected with the horrible
affair. Inch by inch was the legal battle fought, not only in the
examination and cross-examination of witnesses, and the rules of
law governing the case, butin the arguments of both Prosecuting
Attorney L. V. Bierce and Eben Newton, Esq., for the State, and
Messrs. Rufus P. Spalding, David Tod and Noah M. Humphrey on
behalf of the defense. Aflter a repetition of the principal points
contained in his former charge,
as more particularly ap
gave the case to the jury, who, after severa
returne
in the first degree.

A motion was made by def
which was promptly overruled by the court. After giving counsel
a few days to prepare and fle a bill of exceptions, should they
desire to do so, Judge Humphrey ordered the sheriff to bring the

condemned man before the court for sentence.

JUDGE HUMPHREY'S ELOQUENT SENTENCE.

Commanding the prisoner to stand up, Judge Humphrey, 1
the presence of a dense crowd of interested spectators, proceede

to pronounce sentence upon him as follows:
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plied to the case in hand, Judge Humphrey |
1 hours deliberation,

d their verdict, finding David McKisson guilty of murder ;

endant’'s counsel for a new trial,
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L s such as . s egree and, T revre e
ihe jury. Upon fhat(\’Clt'{(Jli(r:‘,?l}ll-)'EI the court to fully COll,(:u;‘?;l‘ll ﬂ: to say, that
dreadfal sentence of the 1s arises the melancholy duty of : 1e finding of
tence should aw; and have you anythj ¥ announcing the
not now be pronounced ¥ : ything to say why thﬁthsen

PrisoNer—“I have nothing to say.”

Junck HUMPHRE
f iY.—“Th i P
to none in enorni; * e crime of which v
mity — Yoy ich you st: y i .
perpetrated llmler) cirt(};llf highest known to 011)1- lawétl(,l“"%n_\ru,teg] is second
your present afflictions ems-tﬂnces awfully barbarous ‘-111( 1ln this instance
erflte your situation "“,t‘xﬁl'fse(’“flSB’IIUPHU'IY. As in(ii\r(i(llli'llzhocmng' Yot
relation, But a sole; ;e all the feeli . ‘ we commis-
K on, a aole . ey for iy ~ - ] s
tives 18 presented L’Il‘lllllé 1(_111\1‘2' hdeGd?Vﬂlvccl lll?;on us) Ol\l!()u)c]l]lsolfstm]thI“l o
the crime of i ; aws of God and man : S ce of altern:
nurder. The divi 1 man attach . ra-
man shall his blood berﬂsl;;e((]hnvme maxim, “whoso s}1ct(}I]c(13cIt)§I:;lllw’ Oirlleath to
well as the violat - ‘—quoted and appreci an's blood, by
: ated laws of appreciated by v » DY
forfeited, U & of the Iand, declar ¥ your counsel—;
. Unworthy to 1i . » declare that you must dj o Hs
etween you and your '€ cruelty justice £ 2 you have
species, and calls ’ ¢ demands a Py
“In the des » and calls lowdly for a separation
: 1d hour of ni . y for your exterminati !
hoir when nate night, with a bos . ; xtermination.
nature wi R 1 a bosom rankl i .
Y?lll' Victitn,;’uu ;p[\)’:s’l}gll]l;ljlul tut]} silence, and ‘SICejlinﬁ;:llts};]e};lz;’?lt;}m; at that
of anenemy; nota ached, not the dwelling of a str aled the eyes of
adw T Fof astranger: o
home of a b’rother mf(llhtllllgx Pt otected by the arm of :11‘511111$e};f f;m})t the dwelling
barbarously, Cl‘llellly oy .Llu.. with the deadly axe }-‘Ou’ b' t‘-lc undefended
butchery sfains not the all:lgigd fyom‘ unoffending sister Ur;i along, 1(,:00”)"
aot in the histor P of mtan; a mor AN . more blood
. ory of cr . ’ re heartless assagsi \ dy
feelings, or to (1ist{11-1)ft1(11,”_he*"- I make not these ren??rllssassnmtm“ lives
quiet at this witherigo L\Lfllllik!luluty of your bosom if( ] ‘tp hzu_‘row your
that your days are 11L11?1I;er;§:18 ; t}I)lui to apprise you ’tl'r’ttp;?)k::i)iy, & remaine
away, you must H at hefore " ¢ ume ig fixed .
\ sleep beneath ¥ another year shall ecs
you to make preparat] ath the “clods a1 all have passed
w“ T;llialz(l(‘ preparation for that drcadfuloefvt(g?t‘ alley,” and that it beﬁ;f‘j@‘;
not the ho()gOt fzmy interposition of the Executive
appeal to tl1 PO commiitation or pardon fr "
1e Power which is able and vei Ol &

to show
mercy worth asking :
“ From asking ; to extend pard b
your declarati . . ardon to the ‘chief i -
aration and confessions is clearly zzzllo\zvcx)1f tsimr;el s
1€ fatal error

into which v
. A you have fall - ¢
With impuity « thap deseni: A SUDposing that il
thai punity; that detection would notgove;tacl)(‘zeglrsiﬁ?eml%ht Ibe committed
- 1oo late you Icarr
1

will relieve you. I
: - Indulge
] ny temporal sour s
- ) ) y . c i
lling to exercise clemencey inttjielo;(lllE
L

“There is a divini
7 inity that shapes
¢ s 0 ]
Rough hew them how we w}Jll " arends,

HA x .
period co-extensive with the power of the C

to settle your temporal affairs

. h ot i
friends will be permitted to viai and to prepare fo it will be alloted you

irs, an r another wor
you in prison, and such spirituall?{‘dv‘if;our
ers

88 you ma :
- Improve ¥y need, will attend :
: , then, the fow rem you to point the way to {
, t uture happines
a.

oo gre, then, aining days o 1

. ° fow you have to 1 i i
:(D)ICKISSOH. No p¥ectfi~;gf—eir‘%]0u know your time. Noivz'om ith Cathes; o
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. ]
life, while reposi had called t i1

aleeping infants, and with that bloody ingtrumen escort dut Oge(’;her the military organizations of th
with all her ‘sins fresh blown upon her: T ¥y, an to preserve the publi e county, for

«Tt is, therefore, the gentence of the Jaw that you be tal i to tt he writer, as a 4 ¢ peace.
s , v, that you be alken hence to the a8 7o Ll newspaper marn, wa

of February, Bd o CllaciCk in the morning, and eve;l at ihm’: the ground as carly

and public s ! at early ho
quare of the village, were rapidly ﬁﬂingufvii::llf Sirects
a pro-

iail of the couuty. there to remain until Friday, the 9th day
1838 ; that between the hours n and 4 o'clock in the
MisSCUoUs Crow
d of men, women and children; pouring in, on foot
' oot,

aflernoon of that day, you be taken thence to the place of execution, and be

then hung by He who trod the wine on horse-back and in almost every style of
style of vehicle th

en known

¥

the neck until youare
press alone hav ih
rough every road leadi i
ing into the town I S
. In addition to h
otels,

¢ mercy on you!”
\Wrkrres A HISTORY OF Hrs Lire.—After his conviction and and other regular pl
| ' after e : a i
er busied himself in jail, 1n writing a so-called booths and stands hgd gzznoir:éltfgt?mnéﬁnt, 1655 chatables, and
or e sale of eatable
s, and

sentence the prison
history of his life, in which, while detailing a large number of drinkables, too, and in those d
lilloes, and petty crimes and offenses, he sought to now kunown as temperanc Sel ays there were very few of what

convey the impression of his innocence of the murder of his sister- all that long forenoon 76'3 drinks, in vogue, either. And dur.are
in-law, and to direct suspicion towards Mr. Dorsey wW. Viers, who, that vast crowd vario}u Si,, and until three in the afternoon ldn%
unfortunately, was at that time resting under a cloud of unjust 11l‘lCOmplainingly’endm.e ?cly estimated at from 10,000 to 15’0016
suspicion, in regard to the disappearance from Northfield, of though towards the last frle biting cold and fatigue of the day.
Rupert Charlesworth, several years previously (but which cloud the whisky imbibed it veon;l the long delay, and the effects Yf.
was wholly cleared away some two or three years later, as already clamorous for the hurryin ry largely resembled a howling 'mo?
detailed in the preceding chapter), and even intimating that his in check from open act); 0% I{P of the ghastly exhibition, and ke )é
old father, notwithstanding bis triumphant acquittal, may have military, and the activity f‘ iolence, only by the presence of t}p
committed the murder, after all, saying, in that connection: “But had been provided. y of the extra constabulatory force th]i
when I take the testimony of the girl, and the fact that I know his At precisely 3 o'clock a
disposition when in liquor, and his clothes being at the tire, and from the jail, by Sheriff Ge F. H"rth‘? condemned man was take
then the dying words of her who saw him every day, and who in an open carriage )re-ofgedl.“ allace, and his attendants ang
most certainly did see the man who done the deed, when I put all militia, was taken t(; fl:hec‘“1 ed and followed by a compan, £
these things together, to say that I suppose it was not him is as gallows, he alighted from t}? ace of execution. Omn reachin yﬂ;)
much as [ can gay.’ His rambling and disjointed, as well as the steps to the scaffold _t(;l(‘arrlage with agility, and Walkgd e
decidedly illiterate s arrative, closes with the following remarkably adjusted the fatal noose a‘gl t a firm tread. The sheriff havizp
good advice to both children and adults: address the audience, \vher?;:l 213 nqck, aslfed him if he desired t%
head, he SPOk_e substantially g?s E};];‘;i};a slight inclination of the

e her from the gide of her

ng in fancied security, you tor
t hurried her into eternity,

youthful peccat

wPhus I have set down the chief of what I am here for, and for what I .
am about to suffer an iguominious death upon the scaltold; together with ¥ “TLADIES AN .
Il the crines that T can recolleét, I have omitted many things Thave done - f dEpartureI}SSf g%?nGbNTI{EMEN: -You are in a few mi
which are not consistent with good conduct in youtly, but the untimely end ; deter you all frm?lw;:l;‘?mg fl‘fom time to eternity anndlnlml:fs to witness the
a catti y alk i 3 ~, o ime o rery e ope my li i
. cattion to youth not to w 1l in the paths 2 i\;ﬁ}flémg,llsidsbbatll-breaking, etg‘ elli”)reiglfsﬁ)rtlltjltmil' such as Il))’illlg’) éil'fﬂ;’;fllél
a sma i f . ' 1 he s H £ Y
ible) and you break not the laws of ?1‘1‘;5[1 of Iﬂ};:;[l book (holding,-
: € reconceiled to

[ hope will be
Two things I would Linpress up
p as much as possi

on their minds, viz: not to

that awaits e
bLle out of bad company.

hat I have tro(l
G 3 24
b] b} to ap
pe een cha
rged w h

the crime of murd
er, I have been tried
before a jur
y of twelve men of m
¥

roam about nights, and kee
¥ % ®  Now,let meleavea caution to parents, guardians and masters.
am young and unqualified to do it in style, but as I huve traveled consider- country, and I have pl
[ know something of the world. and that jury br:);e }Iite_aded ot guilty”  Circumstances
ght in a verdict of murder in the first deg“;%l;ze ® al’llnSt e
; : ¢ court

sentenced me to bee
the crime of . xecuted, and I am about to :
e e Tt ey ey e g
t is said, and gone resence of my creat of eternity;
; th to th y creator, the truth must b j
airipped mygeigf andﬂr . e world, that, at the d ust be told.
> th an ! ead hour of midni
cruelly murdered an b _axe, entered the dwelling of idnight, I
of the crime?. N unoffending sister; and now the g of a brother, and
Farthermost 1 o, gentlemen, I am not. May m question is,am I guilty
farthermost pereon on yonder hill; T AM ay my voice reach the ear of the
‘ € to su : ' GUILTY OF
Cleveland ande ppose that after committi MURDER
: ) stay there half a day; itting a murder, T sh . :
going down the lake i a day; through mistalke tak ! ould go to
at Fairport and ake instead of up, and on discoveri e a boat that was
that three m 1’i'etmrn to Cleveland, and on being t ing my mistake, get off
that Island?enNad gone to Turtle Island to arrqu; ncl) d. by an acquaintance
r it 1 . N e, immediatel
words amont th o, gentlemen, it is not. I intended t ely start for
that T should sa. testimony, and I believe I will. D 0 have spoken a few
then, in a lo dsay to Robert, I hope these hands wi oes it look reasonabl
t ‘ 11 smoth g
it look reasu er voice, say, “these hands nev o er out of it,” and
onable that I sh ver done the deed.” 1 ’
murdered? 8h ould say so to . say does
crimes; T havg?é(ﬁ“ﬁé‘;‘;‘e‘%’ itt g(i?s aot. T h:vebt;:?)tx?l‘i;it‘zg:jose wife I had
am about to b wicked life, but am iunocent of a great many
book, and o be executed. Again I would t of the crime for whi
) r s ch
you break not the laws of man. Youag{al;rg?lkcrgt’fstilézl}aws of that
yourselves

able, and been in wood and bLad company,
If a child is stubborn, never whip it without knowing it is right to do 80;

never malke 2 prowmiae without fulfilling ; never lay up two charges for one
whipping; and never whip in a passion; by so doing you are not only not
punctual ymu'self but you learn the child to be so. Again, if a child tells a
lie, and you tell it to own the truth and you will not punish it, fulfill your

comise ot it will never ow and if you have any good

l P n its faults again;
i article of food on the table, never take it from the children, tor this will 1mulce
‘ them steal. Lf you pursue

a different conrse you will not bring up a child
in the way it stiould go, but in the way it will go. Thus ends my saying to
the world.”

1838, was one€ of

Tue Exgcurion.—The 9th day of February,
the most bitterly cold days of that remarkably severe winter. The

round was covered with snow, and though bright and pleasant
tinosphere of the day was many .

overhead, the naturally frigid a

fold intensified by a cutting wind, that pierced one's system to the
very vitals. Executions in Ohio, then, unlike those of later years: .
were open to the general public, and the gallows bad been erected

i in a broad meadow, amphitheatrical in form, about three-fourths
: of a mile southeast of the cour and the sheriff

t house in Ravenna,
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‘accessories in A murder, by executing an innocent mamn, but may God
forgive youh for you know not what you do. [ have nothing more to say.”

Then, turning partly around, he repeated some poetry, com-
posed DY himself, which was inaudible to the writer. The attend-
ing clergymatt then,offcred a short prayer, and, with the doubly
hereaved brother, Robert, shook hands with him and descended
from the acaffold. Sheriff Wallace then pinioned his arms and
legs, adjusted the TOpe around hig neck, placed him in position,
drew the black cap over his face, bid him good-by, descended the
ctairs, touched the fatal spring, the drop fell, and David McKisson,
whether guilty or innocent, was in eternity—a few spasmodic
movements of the shoulders and legs, only, being observable after
the drop fell,

DisposrrioN OF THE Bopy.—When the attending physicians
had pronouuced life extinct, Sheriff Wallace delivered his body to
his brother Rohert, and his aged, grief—stricken {ather, to be taken
to Northfield for interment; his age, on the day of the execution
peing 21 years, 2 months and 21 days.

The funeral services were held at the house of the father,aday
or two afterwards, and quite largely attended by sympathetic
neighbors, the burial being made upon the home farm, where, also,
the father was buried a few years later. The remains of the dead
malefactor were not exhibited to those in attendance at the
funeral, and it was several years after alleged that, while the party
employed to transport the body from Ravenna to Northfield,
having driven his team under a sled, was warming himself by a
hotel fire in Hudson, certain physicians of that town, extracted the
body from the coffin, substituting therefor a log of wood, and that
the carefully articulated skeleton, 80 often seen in the cabinet of a
prominent physician of Hudson, for many years thereafter, was
none other than that of David McKisson.

Tue CoNcLUsioN.—lt was pelieved that the father, having
himself been acquitted of the crime, and therefore not liable,
ander the law, to be again put in jeopardy for the offense,
would, upon the trial of the son, swear that he (the father} had
alone committed the deed. But this the old gentleman perempto-
rily declined to do, declaring that he could not add the crime of
perjury to the mountain of sorrow then resting upon him. This,
and the ‘expression he used, on first meeting David, after their
arrest: “David, you dog! See what you have brought us allto "

together with his apparently sincere manifestations of grief over
the terrible event, was conclusive to the family, and their best
informed neighbors, that the old gentleman was entirely guiltless
of any complicity in the affair; though there are people to this day
who fully believe that Samuel McKissonwas the real murderer, and
that David was a victim of untoward circumstances, and used
simply as 2 scapegoat to suffer the penalty due to his aged father.
But though convicted upon circumstantial evidence, and in spite
of the'declaration of the murdered womarn, and the positive testi-

mony of the daughter, the only eye-witness of the tragedy, to the
contrary, and hotwithstanding his asseverations of his innocenceé
to the very last moment of his life, there was no doubt in the minds
of the court and jury, or the general public, in regard to the guilt |
fihe doomed young man, the righteousness of the verdict, or the .

TILE 5 DYy
E SECRET OF HIS PERSISTENT DENIAL 917
It was after ' .
his guilt e th wards learned that his b
rwa old an 3 i
fis gui t’,hereof ‘i‘(;f'ly fac.e of death, iustead of (LF'IEIT:‘JIStent el
repreive at the ’ver( Shpiobably inspired by thect;lcn)g“? f.llll of
})y i e ve )I;Sclﬁe;‘l(gl,rlnen‘t, as he had been m'}(;é ?(:1(1))111'0f :
eiting, as else s » then in jail awaiti ia unter-
e \}f(l)]rei(i,fé'elated,l that a comm utat?fn t(féaii o Ctou"ter‘
e iaon men fe was a ready in tl S ehenim et
rent for life s te hands of the sheri
be stayed innocence to the 1 ettt and
. od his In ast the executi r
of the man illi o T he 7 Uhriling
b e, most fearful and thrilli
O rasent haite af B agedies that have been ¢ i i e
. & trages : enacted withi
D aimits of ounty; not only produci e
zivhich, ent thro i%l';{;);l;etlgel(intlre vicinity.yblut tﬁglggnfg]e P
Theh, from t ! oldness of the d o
parison ot ay, created a perms
e or Compariso e weather, for man rer N
“This is the present time, a very ¢ Ao B
o , ¥ common expressi i
hane” dest day I have experienced silnzgpi\llzsil'on e
Kisson was




