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Roger in Springfield Township wrote in and asked: I keep up with everything 
going on at the Sheriff’s Office through your Facebook page, and can’t help 
but notice the number of new deputies being hired.  Are people dropping out 
of the law enforcement field?  
 

Sheriff Barry replied: “Yes – but not in the way you think. Thirty-two of our 
deputies retired in 2019 and more will be eligible in 2020.  We have been hiring 
to fill those already gone, and will continue to do so, but we could still use 
another 12 deputies to address overtime issues at the Summit County Jail.  Our 
problem is the same one faced by all law enforcement agencies – demand for 
qualified candidates exceeds the number of available prospects.  Anyone interested in becoming a 
sworn officer with us is encouraged to contact Inspector Bill Holland (bholland@sheriff.summitoh.net)”  

 
Brianna in Kenmore wanted to know: I’m not on Facebook, so I was really 
happy to see your agency created an Instagram page as another way to reach 
the community. Thanks to one of your posts, I learned about the history of the 
Summit County Jail.  Will there be more historic photos coming to Instagram?  
 

Sheriff Barry replied: “Yes, because we couldn’t be happier with the response 
we’re getting from our Instagram followers. By the way, history buffs like you 
should really enjoy next month’s Shield - which chronicles the 180th year of the  

                    Summit County Sheriff’s Office (1840-2020).  Look for plenty of pictures on Instagram.” 
 
 

Connor in New Franklin had this question: The Summit County Bomb Squad routinely blows things up 
at your training center in Green. Isn’t this irresponsible and dangerous, considering the Nexus pipeline 
is nearby and something catastrophic could occur?   
 

Sheriff Barry replied: “Perhaps it would help to know that our personnel are 
not recklessly ‘blowing things up’, but are conducting precise detonations 
of explosive charges that have been carefully calculated so their concussive 
force does not exceed a specific limit.  Our personnel and the training 
building itself is far closer to these charges than any pipeline, and no harm 
has ever come to either – nor to any of the nearby businesses which again 
are closer than the Nexus pipeline. 
 

I would like to stress that this training is necessary to ensure that our 
personnel remain proficient in their duty and service to the community. We 
thank our good neighbors for their patience during these training periods."  
 

 
 
 
Questions should be brief, clear, and relevant. They should pertain to the agency itself and its services 
or functions.  The most interesting questions will be answered by Sheriff Barry in future issues.      

Submit your question by sending an email to shield@sheriff.summitoh.net. 

 SINCE YOU ASKED . . .   THE SHERIFF ANSWERED  

The Summit County Shield is a publication from the Office of Summit County Sheriff Steve Barry 
The Shield is written and photographed by Paul Matulavich  

 

Got a question?  Get an answer!  Write to the SHIELD today. 

mailto:bholland@sheriff.summitoh.net
mailto:shield@sheriff.summitoh.net
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YOUR SHERIFF’S FORCES IN ACTION            2019 YEAR IN REVIEW 

SUMMIT 

COUNTY 

KEY 

DISTRICTS 

                                    COVENTRY TOWNSHIP CALLS FOR SERVICE IN 2019 – 9,217 
                               TOTAL ARRESTS – 506 

                       TOTAL TRAFFIC CITATIONS - 593 

 

                               TWINSBURG TOWNSHIP CALLS FOR SERVICE IN 2019 – 6,539 
                             TOTAL ARRESTS – 113 

                      TOTAL TRAFFIC CITATIONS - 479 

 

                                    CITY OF GREEN CALLS FOR SERVICE IN 2019 – 25,387 
                         TOTAL ARRESTS IN GREEN – 893.    TOTAL TRAFFIC CITATIONS – 1,403 

                          AKRON CANTON AIRPORT REPORTS MADE – 670     ARRESTS - 20 
                        

 
                                     NORTHFIELD CENTER TWP. CALLS FOR SERVICE IN 2019 – 5,594 

                                 TOTAL ARRESTS – 145 
                             TOTAL TRAFFIC CITATIONS - 195 

 

                               KEY DISTRICTS TOTAL CALLS FOR SERVICE IN 2019 – 46,737 
                             TOTAL ARRESTS – 1,657 

                      TOTAL TRAFFIC CITATIONS – 2,670 

 

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE BOOKED INTO 
SUMMIT COUNTY JAIL IN 2019  

 8,607 MALE   
2,341 FEMALE 

 

NUMBER OF INMATES CURRENTLY HOUSED 
  IN SUMMIT COUNTY JAIL - 748  

626 MALE        122 FEMALE 
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Due to the number of questions regarding what is required from the public in order to obtain or renew 
a Concealed Carry permit in Summit County, we thought it would be beneficial to present the current 
requirements and costs involved.  This information is also available on the Sheriff’s County website.  
 
 
 
 
              
                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                               

 

  

WHERE AND WHEN TO GO 

WHAT TO BRING WITH YOU  

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? 

1. A completed CCW application form. 
2. A valid driver’s license or state identification card (if renewing, bring the old CCW 

license).  The address on the application MUST match the address on the driver’s 
license/state ID card – or the applicant must have the white card issued by the BMV 
stating you have updated your address with the Bureau of Motor Vehicles. If you are 
not a natural born citizen of the United States, a copy of your passport or naturalization 
paperwork is required. 

3. A color 2’’ x 2’’ passport photo that is clear with a plain white/light background showing 
your head and shoulders only, and taken within 30 days of the application. 

4. A competency certification that has been issued within 3 years immediately preceding 
the date of application. Note: an actual CCW license replaces a competency certification 
for renewals. 

5. If renewing your CCW and it is from another county, a copy of your training certificate.  
 

All applicants for CCW licenses or renewals must apply in person to the 2nd floor lobby of the 
Summit County Jail (205 East Crosier Street) in Akron. The office of the CCW Deputy is clearly 
marked. This service is provided Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from 9am until 2pm.  
Pickup of licenses is conducted on the same days and time.  No appointment is needed, but 
we ask all applicants to arrive no later than 1:30pm for processing. You may also apply at an 
adjacent county from where you live.  Contact them for their days and hours of operation.   
 

A non-refundable application fee of $67.00.  ($78.25 for applicants with less than five years 
residency. CCW renewals are $50.00.  ($61.25 if the applicant moved out of state during the 
past five years.  Payment may be made with cash, check, money order, Visa, Mastercard, 
Discover, or debit card.  ($1.95 fee for use of these cards).  Veterans and active duty members 
of the military may apply for a CCW at no cost.  See the Sheriff’s website for more information. 
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Mention human trafficking, and the average person may think of immigrants being 
smuggled across international borders, or sex rings exclusive to some third world 
country, but in fact, human trafficking is modern day slavery – and it’s happening 
everywhere, including right here in Ohio.  Human trafficking is where a victim is 
subjugated by another person and prevented from exercising his or her free will. 
Traffickers use intimidation, fraud, or coercion to control a person’s freedom of 
movement, and force them to toil in one of the following three fields of work:  
 
Sex Trafficking – where victims are manipulated against their will to engage in 
sex acts for money.  Traffickers use violence, but more often the promise of food, 

shelter, love and affection to lure victims into their ring. Truck stops, hotel rooms, highway rest areas, street 
corners, clubs, and private residences are just some of the places where victims are forced to sell sex. 
 
Menial Labor – where victims are forced to work in factories, farms, or construction sites for little or no pay; 
very often producing food or manufacturing products that average consumers use every day.  An aspect of this 
is called Debt Bondage – where the victim is forced to work off a debt, legitimate or otherwise, under penalty 
of physical harm or other form of blackmail.  Out and out public begging can be a part of making restitution.  
 
Domestic Servitude – where the trafficker takes a victim’s immigration, identification, or travel papers and 
holds them ransom in exchange for being an indentured servant.  Victims are hidden in plain sight, working in 
homes across the United States as maids, nannies, gardeners, or custodians.    
 
Human trafficking is the fastest growing crime in America, and victims can be any age, race, gender, or 
nationality.  It is also one of the most profitable crimes in the world – earning traffickers 150 billion dollars a 
year according to a recent report from the International Labor Organization.  $99 billion from commercial sex 
exploitation, $34 billion from construction, manufacturing, and mining.  $9 billion from agriculture, forestry, and 
fishing.  $8 billion from domestic servitude.                                                                                                                                                                                                

This crime is occurring in countless communities across the United States, primarily 

because of the abundance of potential victims, and the number of people willing to 

pay for their services.  In this grim reality, flesh is the common currency, and victims 

are nothing more than disposable income for the trafficker.  

Far and away the most popular tool used by traffickers to find victims - as well as 

customers, is the internet.  ‘Scouts’ search social media chat rooms, dating sites, and 

digital classified ads looking for new recruits.  They look for people with one or more 

weaknesses, including psychological or emotional vulnerability, economic hardship, 

lack of family support, or an addiction that makes them dependent on others. 

Traffickers will also ‘pound the pavement’ in search of new victims. It is common for scouts to observe people 

coming and going from homeless shelters, and then approach the individual with false promises of well-paying 

jobs and the lure of a better life.  Traffickers will also frequent bus stations looking for naïve newcomers or 

runaways traveling alone – in fact, anyone who appears to be in need of food, a fix, clean clothes, or direction.  

Spotting a person who is already a victim of human trafficking is easier if you know the signs: he 

or she appears disconnected from family or friends. They are fearful, timid, and submissive.  They are often in 

the company of someone who appears to coach them on what to say, or who seldom lets them out of their sight 

in public.  They may exhibit signs of having been denied food, water, sleep, or medical care. 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING – HOW IT’S DONE 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING – WHAT IT IS 
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Human trafficking is occurring in every state across our nation, and Ohio has consistently ranked fourth 
and currently ranks fifth in the number of calls made to the Polaris national hotline in Washington, D.C.  
Recognizing the early warning signs of this heinous trend, Governor John Kasich created the Ohio 
Human Trafficking Task Force in 2012, and since then, authorities at the state and county level have 
built a robust response to this crime.  There are currently 22 anti-human trafficking coalitions covering 
all 88 counties, and Summit County has one of the most ambitious in the state. 
 
Called the Summit County Collaborative Against Human Trafficking, this coalition took an early stand 
in the fight against modern day slavery when it was founded in 2009.  Its mission is to increase our 
community’s knowledge about human trafficking and build a strong continuum of care for its victims.  
Grateful acknowledgment is extended to Kelli Cary, Director of Clinical Services at the Rape Crisis Center 
in Akron for her work at the Collaborative, and for providing the Sheriff’s Office with accurate statistics. 
 
It should be noted that definitive numbers can be hard to gather for several reasons. Many statistics 
come from investigations and prosecutions. Often human trafficking cases either don’t go to trial or the 
offenders are charged with other related crimes.  According to Kelli Cary, “We often don’t see victims 
self-identifying as a victim of human trafficking, therefore many victims presented to hospitals, social 
services, and law enforcement agencies aren’t being tracked even when the red flags are present.”  
 
                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of advancing the fight on this front was the Collaborative’s coordination between local agencies to 

create a dedicated law enforcement hotline to respond more effectively to human trafficking in Summit 

County.  This number went live on January 2, 2020, and is operational 24/7 by members of the Summit 

County Sheriff’s Office, who will provide an immediate on-scene response or take a report around the 

clock. That number is 330-252-2614. 

Ms. Cary is keenly aware of the support required to fight this crime and tells us, “In order to combat 

human trafficking in Summit County, it takes a multi-disciplinary team comprised of healthcare workers, 

victim services, prosecutors, law enforcement officers, and many others.  We’re grateful to the Summit 

County Sheriff’s Office for taking the lead in this way, and look forward to their continued collaboration.” 

THE FACTS ON HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN SUMMIT COUNTY 

Agencies providing data:  Battered Women’s Shelter, Rape Crisis Center of Medina & Summit Counties, Asia Inc., 

RAHAB Ministries, Victim Assistance Program, Cleveland Clinic Akron General Path Center, Shelter Care, Summit 

Co. Children Services, Juvenile Court, Child Guidance & Family Solutions, Foundations for Living, Village Network  

Agencies providing the highest number of Identified and Potential victims: Rape Crisis Center of Medina and 

Summit Counties, RAHAB Ministries, Shelter Care, Summit County Juvenile Court, Foundations for Living  

YEARLY REPORT ON NUMBER OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING VICTIMS SERVED IN SUMMIT COUNTY 
10/1/2018 – 9/30/2019 

                                                                                                     
                                                                          Identified Victims - 501                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                        Newly Identified Victims – 271 
                                                                       Potential Victims – 1,493 

                                                                      Newly Identified Potential Victims – 499 
                                                                      Total Victims for all four quarters – 2,764 
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As you’ve already read, human trafficking in Summit 
County is a clear and present danger to our entire 
community.  So what is law enforcement doing about 
it?  Here’s an example: 
 
On January 15, 2020, detectives from the Summit 
County Sheriff’s Office, troopers from the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol, members of the Ohio Investigative 
Unit, and officers from the Northfield Village Police 

Department joined forces to conduct a covert mission called Operation Rubber Duck, with the express 
purpose of targeting human traffickers in the northern part of Summit County. 
 
There is an undeniable and direct correlation between organized prostitution and human trafficking 
because 99% of the victims in Summit County are laboring in the sex trade.  96% involve females and 
4% male.  
 
During Operation Rubber Duck, detectives posing as customers 
looking for sex, surfed several websites known to promote 
solicitation on the internet.  Sites like Skip the Games, Plenty of Fish, 
and Bed Page are some of the more popular of their kind found on 
what is commonly referred to as the dark web.  Here, customers are 
presented with a ‘menu’ from which they may browse an extensive 
photo array of females and make their selection based on age, race, 
appearance, price, and type of sex act desired.  Phone numbers are conveniently provided so girl and 
guy can arrange a hookup via text or conversation and a time and location are agreed upon.  
 
On the night in question, the task force intercepted 22 participants, evaluated 18 as potential victims 
of human trafficking, and made 8 arrests on charges including solicitation, promoting prostitution, 
possession of drugs and drug paraphernalia, and multiple felony warrants. But the goal of this operation 
goes deeper than merely making arrests. The ultimate ambition is to attack human trafficking at its 
core. To do that, every arrestee was interviewed by a detective to determine the extent to which he or 
she is connected to organized crime.  Are they self-employed or part of a ring?  Are they freshly 
indoctrinated and new to our area, or a seasoned pro? This information is critical to identifying the 
players, recognizing their network, analyzing their numbers, and ultimately undermining their 
operations in our county.   

The second way you attack this crime is to remove the 
product - the players from the field, or at least reduce their 
number. So the Sheriff’s Office made sure there were 
representatives from the Rape Crisis Center of Medina & 
Summit Counties on site, providing counseling, diversion 
alternatives, and rehab services to every arrestee as part of 
the Collaborative Against Human Trafficking initiative.  If we 
can get everyone the medical, psychological, and emotional 
help they need to give up this kind of life, then we can truly 
call our mission a success.   That is our ultimate goal. 

HOW WE’RE GOING AFTER THE TRAFFICKERS  



                                                                  

 

 

                                                                                                           

 

 

 


