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Hard to believe – considering the cultural climate of today – that there was a time when children were 
captivated by the thrill and excitement of police work, and countless kids wanted to grow up to be 
cops, or at least pretend to be one for a few hours in their home. 
 
TV shows like Dragnet, Adam-12, CHiPs, and SWAT were perennial favorites, but America’s fascination 
for law enforcement wasn’t limited to television programs.  As far back as the 1950’s, toy and game 
manufacturers saw the attraction of good versus evil and sought to capitalize on it.  No wonder; cops 
were considered among the most trusted and respected figures in every community.  Their uniform 
stood for truth, courage, and the pursuit of justice.  Like firemen and soldiers, peace officers were 
pillars of society, towers of strength, and true American heroes.  Below are some of the games and 
toys kids played with, while impersonating their favorite crime-fighting figure.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s real cops and sheriffs probably didn’t play as many of these games as you might think. They 
were more likely too busy breaking up a fist-fight between two neighborhood chums, mowing an elderly 
person’s lawn, placing flags on a veteran’s grave, or returning a lost wallet to its rightful owner. 
 
Becoming a lawman isn’t so much a choice that one makes, or a path that one follows – it is a fate 
that is formed by a much higher power.  Not a quest to claim fame, but a call to silent service.  To rush 
to someone’s side, to serve the weak before the strong, to put the pain of others before one’s own - 
that is the true soul of the peacemaker. 
 
Some people want to defund our profession and reform the foundation of law and order, as if the very 
uniforms we wear have somehow fallen out of fashion.  Yes, some people think the world doesn’t need 
policemen anymore.  Truth is, we need them now more than ever. 

 WHEN KIDS WANTED TO BE COPS  
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The shield and the sword is a concept that dates back thousands 
of years – perhaps as far as the Neolithic period and the birth of 
the Bronze Age.  When used in conjunction, these two instruments 
form a rather formidable union.  The shield is there to protect one’s 
body, and the sword is available when action is required.  These 
‘partners in protection’ symbolize the relationship between the 
Summit County Developmental Disabilities Board and the Summit 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
 
For more than fifty years, Summit DD has been the shield for 
thousands of individuals – protecting the rights and preserving the 
welfare of those who might otherwise have no one to champion 
their cause.  Inclusion is key to today’s DD Board.  They want the 
individuals they serve to succeed in the real world, to accomplish 

the same goals and enjoy the same satisfactions in life as anyone else.  Approximately 5000 people in 
Summit County are currently receiving assistance from this exceptional team of highly-trained 
professionals.  These services include housing assistance, job placement, and financial aid.  In order 
to implement these services, there are 108 Service Support Administrators with an average case load 
of 40 individuals each, all making sure their needs are met.  Among those needs is the need to be safe. 
 
In 2013, Summit DD contracted with the Summit County 
Sheriff’s Office to provide a centralized means of investigating 
crimes against the people they serve – a sword if you will, 
capable of delivering swift justice through criminal 
prosecution of anyone who would take advantage of a person 
with disabilities.  Detective Joe Storad and Detective Matt 
Petroc are the one’s wielding the sword on their behalf.  
 
According to Detective Storad, “Since becoming an integral 
part of Summit DD, we have formed a strong alliance based 
on mutual cooperation, communication, and trust.  The result 
of that union is over 300 arrests and a 100% conviction rate.”  
 
Paramount in safeguarding thousands of persons served by Summit DD is the MUI process. Like the 
aforementioned shield, the MUI process is a means of protecting these individuals from anyone who 
would exploit them physically, financially, or emotionally.  MUI – or Major Unusual Incident – is a report 
that involves the health, safety, or welfare of a person with developmental disabilities.  The DD Board 
has a dedicated MUI Unit that investigates these reports on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Wayne Hershey is the Senior Manager of the MUI Unit, and is responsible for supervising and assisting 
ten Investigative Agents with approximately 1,300 investigations annually.  On any given day, the Unit 
has between 110 to 120 active cases open.  As Mr. Hershey explains, “There are three categories of 
MUI.  Type A involves abuse, neglect, or theft.  Type B centers on a medical incident or accidental 
injury.  Type C includes unscheduled admittance to a hospital or physical restraint of an individual.  Our 
protocol is to notify the detectives of every Type A MUI which may have a criminal component to it.  
Approximately 40% of the investigations conducted annually are reviewed by Storad and Petroc.” 

THE SHIELD AND THE SWORD - PARTNERS IN PROTECTION 

Detectives Joe Storad (L) and Matt Petroc 
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At the start of every day, detectives Storad and Petroc 
review the latest MUI reports using a software program 
called Job Router, and while every report is read, they are 
specifically looking for Type A – the most serious kind.  They 
review the narrative to determine if there is a criminal 
element involved, based on the descriptive account 
gathered by the MUI Unit Intake Staff.  If the ingredients 
are there, Storad and Petroc will then create a case file and 
launch their investigation. 
 
The advantage of working in-house is the ability of both 
detectives to speak directly with the victim’s SSA (Support 

Service Administrator), who can provide a wealth of information on the person.  Through this efficient 
form of communication, our detectives are able to distinguish the difference between an allegation of 
abuse by a group home staff member or a case of SIB (self-injurious behavior).  Says Petroc, “We work 
hand in hand with the MUI Investigator.  They will take immediate measures to protect the individual 
while we are searching for criminal intent.  That way, there are two mutually inclusive actions going 
on simultaneously for the safety and well-being of the person involved.” 
 
Detectives Storad and Petroc will conduct their investigation like any other, and go about collecting 
evidence, speak with witnesses, subpoena records, and interview suspects.  Eventually, a PPI (Person 
of Possible Interest) will be developed.  They will utilize the Statewide Abuser Registry to research a 
PPI’s background.  If that person is found to be a group home staff member, he or she is immediately 
removed and placed on administrative leave pending the outcome of the investigation. 
 
In 2019, approximately 38% of arrests made by detectives Storad and Petroc were made up of direct 
support personnel. Family, friends, or other natural supports to the person served accounted for 35%.  
“It’s not uncommon for people to exploit their own flesh and blood for financial gain.” Says Storad. 
 
One of the challenges Joe Storad and Matt Petroc face is 
communicating with victims who have some form of 
developmental disability. It is not unusual for the person to 
have limited speech or compromised cognitive ability.  They 
may not fully comprehend what happened to them, or be 
able to articulate the emotional impact of the event.  Here 
is where Storad and Petroc draw less on their detective 
skills and more on their basic humanity – for it takes great 
patience and compassion to translate a victim’s suffering 
into something that can be understood and acted upon.   
 
“There is always a certain amount of shock and anger when we uncover some of these crimes,” says 
Storad.  “The need to deliver justice for these individuals is the fuel that drives us every single day.”  
 
Wayne Hershey describes the relationship between the work of Summit DD and the Sheriff’s Office this 
way, “It’s been a benefit to the people we serve in that it provides them access to the criminal justice 
system.  There can be natural barriers for people with disabilities due to stigmas and stereotypes, so 
having detectives with specialized training in the developmentally disabled field is a definite asset to 
the entire community.” 



5                                                                                                                           The Summit County Shield     September 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indeed, the people of Summit County are fortunate 
because we are one of only three in the State of Ohio 
to have this partnership and perform this service in-
house.  That said, the Summit County Sheriff’s Office 
plays a far larger role in the overall mission of the 
Summit DD Board than providing investigative 
support and enforcement. 
    
Beginning in 2019, both agencies collaborated in 
specialized training as part of a joint outreach 
strategy.  As Detective Matt Petroc explains, “With 
the assistance of Summit DD and their team of MUI 
Investigative Agents, we have created a two hour 

class called ‘Crimes Against Individuals with Disabilities’ that we teach to other law enforcement 
agencies so they can better serve their own communities.  Every one of our sheriff’s deputies has 
undergone this training, but our goal is to increase awareness in every law enforcement jurisdiction 
throughout the county.”  
 
As an essential advocate for this work, Detective Joe Storad has been a keynote speaker before various 
committees in all 88 Ohio counties, including the State Department of Developmental Disabilities, and 
the Ohio Association of County Boards.  “We’ve come a long way”, says Joe, “but the sheer number of 
allegations reported to the DD Board on a daily basis means we can’t let our guard down for a second.” 
 
So you see, the shield and the sword is more than mere symbolism.  Individuals with developmental 
disabilities can rest easy – knowing Summit DD has their best interests at heart.  They also know our 
detectives are there to vindicate the vulnerable.  They may not always draw their sword, but it is there 
– always at the ready, able to bring swift justice if and when you need it.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speak up – Take action!  If you are aware of anything that negatively affects the health, 
safety, or welfare of a person with disabilities, call the Summit DD Board MUI Hotline:  

330-634-8684.  For real-time emergencies or life threatening situations, call 9-1-1. 

 
For further information, click here to read ‘Your guide to the MUI process at Summit DD’ 

https://www.summitdd.org/MUI 

The Summit County Shield is a publication from the Office of Summit County Sheriff Steve Barry 

The Shield is written and photographed by Paul Matulavich  

Joe Storad, Wayne Hershey, Matt Petroc 

https://www.summitdd.org/MUI
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The goal of every new training program is to prepare our personnel 
for the dangers of performing their duties in the real world.  Problem 
is – the world is getting more dangerous by the minute, so the 
challenge is to create new programs that keep pace with those 
threats.  To that end, the Summit County Sheriff’s Office recently 
partnered with the University of Akron to create a groundbreaking 
course of study that is the first of its kind in Ohio.    
 
Patterned after a 40-hour Court Officer Basic Training syllabus, this 
new program builds on the premise that lives can be saved if Tactical 
Medics assigned to a SWAT team are taught to defend themselves 
with firearms.  Prior to this, medics were only permitted to use pepper 
spray – and later, TASER’s – as their only form of self-defense.  Ohio 
House Bill 79 now gives authority for tactical medics to carry a firearm 
on SWAT missions.  Summit County Sheriff Deputy Todd Hart is the primary instructor of this new 
Tactical Medic Basic Firearms Training, and conducts his class at our training center with the assistance 
of retired metro SWAT Commander Eric Goodwin, and Captain Kris Gent with the City of Green Fire 
Department and current Medical Commander.  A recent class in August consisted of three medics from 
Barberton Fire Department, one from Green, two from New Philadelphia, and three from Erie County.  

 
The morning of Day One is all classroom; administering a 
state-required Powerpoint lesson plan with special SPO’s 
(Student Performance Objectives) such as basic firearm 
handling and safety. Afternoon lessons take place on the 
Sheriff’s shooting range, where trainees practice dry-fire 
exercises, including how to draw their weapon, how to 
perform an emergency reload, how to move and shoot, 
how to manipulate their weapon with one hand, how to 
sight properly, and how to trigger effectively. No live 
rounds will be chambered until everyone is proficient with 

these basic skills, and are able to satisfactorily handle their weapons at a level of safety expected by 
Instructor Todd Hart.  As he explains, “Just because someone can shoot doesn’t mean he knows how 
to shoot, so we spend the entire afternoon getting everyone focused on range safety.”  
 
Day Two and subsequent days, the first hour of every morning 
is a complete review of the previous day, which gives everyone 
the opportunity to ask questions or bring up issues that may 
have occurred to them overnight.  This includes repeating all the 
dry-fire hand gun exercises. 
 

Next comes slow-fire exercises that emphasize accuracy; such 
as using the sight properly, squeezing the trigger properly, and 
target acquisition. Trainees practice firing a single live round, 
then two rounds, and so on – until they have mastered the basics 
of accuracy. In the afternoon, there is a discussion on the Course 
of Fire in the State of Ohio, so by the end of the day, they are able to qualify to state standards. 

SHERIFF’S TRAINING IS FIRST OF ITS KIND IN OHIO 

Eric Goodwin, Todd Hart, Kris Gent 
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Day Three introduces training that goes far beyond 
what the state of Ohio requires – lessons developed 
from many years of life experiences with practical 
application by Deputy Hart, Captain Kris Gent, and 
instructor Eric Goodwin.  At this point, Summit County 
Sheriff’s certified instructors Deputy Paul Wright and 
Deputy David Fatheree are brought into the classroom 
to explain the agency’s Use of Force policy (based on 
Constitutional Law) and discuss the legal ramifications 
of being an armed tactical medic. 
 

The afternoon brings everyone back on the range, and introduces 
students to moving and shooting, moving between cover and 
shooting, all while incorporating medical skills.  They are positioned 
beside a bullet-riddled barrel and given tape to patch up the holes 
while a target is turned – requiring the medic to visually acquire 
the target and return fire.  This exercise combines fine motor skills 
(finding and patching a wound) with gross motor skills (drawing 
and firing a weapon).  Subsequently, a mannequin is placed on the 
floor and the medic must step over the victim and return fire. 
 
Day Four morning is a review of day three with Q&A.  Much has 
come out of these discussions and reflects the students concerns 
and contemplation.  Then everyone returns to the range to learn 
Forward and Retreating skills while a mannequin drops to the 
ground (having been shot).  The medic must drag the victim 
behind cover while his partner returns live fire.  The afternoon portion of this ‘man down’ drill involves 
‘arming’ the mannequin.  The medic must immediately locate and render the weapon safe before 
dragging the victim to safety.  Why?  A person who has been shot may lose consciousness due to the 
concussive force (kinetic energy) impressed upon the ballistic plate of his body armor. Upon becoming 
alert, the person is prone to reflexively fire his weapon, and may inadvertently shoot his comrade. 

 
Deputy Hart likes to teach for the real world, and says, “If it can 
happen, we need to train for it.”  To further complicate this 
scenario, walls and hallways are introduced, and lighting levels 
are reduced – making recovery of victims in a confined space 
more difficult – and thus more life-like. 
 
Day Five introduces the SWAT Course of Fire, which is a ‘top gun’ 
type shooting exercise meant to concentrate on accuracy.  
Students are told there’s an active shooter in a warehouse, but 
given little else to go on.  This forces them to think and 
strategize; there may be others in the building, and they may not 
be the only good guys with a gun.  To simulate the expectant 
adrenalin rush of entering a potentially lethal environment, the 
students must first run a 25-yard sprint in the parking lot to get 
their heart rate up, then they return to the indoor range fully 
‘amped’.  
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Now, instructors Todd Hart and Eric Goodwin introduce multiple 
distractors (flashing lights and loud noises) meant to disrupt the 
student’s OODA Loop (a mental strategy developed for fighter 
pilots) that trains the brain to Observe, Orient, Decide, and Act.  
At this point, students are presented with different targets 
representing bad guys with guns, some with knives instead of 
guns, innocent bystanders, cops with guns, and so on. 
 
Faced with a full sensory overload, students are forced to 
quickly identify a threat/no threat and use their verbal skills to 
issue commands to the individual – ordering them to ‘show me 
your hands’, ‘drop your weapon’, or ‘identify yourself’.   
Invariably, a number of people (targets) get shot that shouldn’t have, and that is the reason for this 
level of immersive training.  The ultimate goal is to prepare these students for the real world, but more 
than that, teach them the responsibility that goes with carrying a firearm.  

 
Green Fire Department Captain Kris Gent had this to say about his city’s 
role in the program; “The City of Green Division of Fire has been providing 
Tactical Medics for the Summit County Sheriff’s SWAT team for over 20 
years.  At that time, Robert Calderone was the Fire Chief and a Special 
Deputy with the Unit.  He recognized the need to have medical support 
that focused on medical care so the deputies could focus on their tactical 
mission. Over the years, we have transitioned into an integral part of the 
team, and are part of the ‘stack’ of deputies that first enter a building”.  
 
Captain Gent went on to say, “As one of the original Tactical Medics for 
Summit County and the current Medical Commander, I am relieved to 
see that the medics finally have a means to properly defend themselves 
and their patients in a deadly force encounter.”   
 
Captain Gent made it clear that typical firemen will not be armed while 

performing their daily duties. “Only Tactical Medics who have completed and passed this course are 
permitted to carry a firearm, and then only while deployed with the Summit County Sheriff’s SWAT 
team.”     
 
When asked his thoughts on the efficacy of the program, Instructor Todd Hart said, “We have taken a 
basic course of study and added physical, mental, and emotional elements that truly challenge the 
student and prepare him to perform in high-stress lethal environments.  I would like for it to become 
an integral part of the standard OPOTA curriculum, 
and have it taught right here at our training center 
to law enforcement officers state-wide.” 
 
The next class to attend this specialized training 
will be eight members from the Navy’s SEAL Team.  
 
See more photos and actual video of this 
training on our official Facebook page and 
Youtube channel. 


